
Voting Rights and 
Electoral Challenges 
and Opportunities 
in Pennsylvania

Tuesday, September 24th, 2019

National Voter Registration Day

Presented by:

• Andrea Custis, The Urban League of Philadelphia

• Barbara Arnwine, President and Founder, Transformative Justice Coalition

• Caitlyn Cobb, Social Media Director, Transformative Justice Coalition
© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.



Andrea Custis 

Andrea Custis was named President & Chief Executive Officer of the Urban League of Philadelphia (ULP) in July 2017. A
seasoned corporate executive, Ms. Custis has 30 years of sales, marketing, human capital and operations experience with
Fortune 50 companies. In 2011, she retired from Verizon Communications Mid-Atlantic region. She was President & COO
of Verizon Avenue providing bundled communication services to multi-dwelling communities nationwide. Ms. Custis was
Group President of Sales and Marketing for Advanced Services. A change-agent in her own right, Ms. Custis led massive
culture change efforts across Verizon in various departments. Throughout her distinguished career with Verizon, Ms.
Custis was known for her innovative and performance driven results. She managed a team that was rated first in the
nation for three consecutive years in consumer phone, data and television product sales and services and maintained the
highest customer retention rates nationally. A respected public speaker, board member and mentor to many, Ms. Custis
has established herself as a true public servant. For six years, she proudly served as a member of the Urban League of
Philadelphia Board of Directors, where she sat on the Fund Development Committee. Ms. Custis served on the Board of
Directors of Verizon Communications of Washington, D.C. She has also shared her talents and enthusiasm for community
engagement by sitting on boards for Inroads, Inc. (Philadelphia, PA); Delaware Valley Child Care Council (Philadelphia, PA);
Academy of Applied Electrical Sciences Board of Governors (Philadelphia, PA); DC Scores (Washington, D.C.); Atlas
Performing Arts Center (Washington, D.C.) and Capitol VoIP Solutions (Washington, D.C.). A strong advocate for
education, Ms. Custis is a former member of the Board of Trustees at Lincoln University (PA) and was a member of the
Advisory Council for Career and Vocational Education with the School District of Philadelphia. She is also a proud member
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Ms. Custis has been recognized by Ebony magazine as “One To Watch,” one of The
Network Journal’s “25 Influential Black Women in Business,”, and “Executive of the Year” by the Consortium of
Information and Telecommunications Executives and Hispanic Support Organization. She earned a Bachelor of Science in
Psychology from Morgan State University in Baltimore and a Master of Science in Counseling Psychology from the
University of Pennsylvania. Ms. Custis is also a graduate of Boston University’s Leadership Institute, a National Science
Foundation Scholar of Princeton University, and most recently, a graduate of Georgetown University’s Nonprofit
Management Executive Certificate Program. Ms. Custis is a mother of two and currently resides in Philadelphia.

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

Twitter: @ULPhilly

Office phone number: 
215.985.3220 (ext. 206)



Barbara Arnwine

Barbara R. Arnwine, esq, president & founder of the Transformative Justice
Coalition, is internationally renowned for contributions on critical justice issues
including the passage of the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1991 and the 2006
reauthorization of provisions of the Voting Rights Act. Currently, she also serves as
Co-Chair and Facilitator of the National Commission for Voter Justice, the Millennial
Votes Matters Convenings and the Voting Rights Alliance. She was the head of the
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law from February, 1989 until June, 2015
and holds the honorific title of President Emeritus. She has served as the Charles
Hamilton Chair for the North Carolina Central University School of Law from 2016-
2017 and has also taught at Columbia University School of Law. She also created the
legendary Voting Rights “Map of Shame” in 2011, which exposed the new modern
wave of voter suppression in the states. Her groundbreaking civil rights and human
rights advocacy has been honored with many prestigious awards. She is the radio
host of Igniting Change and is a regular presence in the national media, and is often
quoted in the press. A graduate of Scripps College and Duke University School of
Law, she continues to champion civil rights and racial justice issues nationally and
internationally in the areas of housing and lending, women’s rights, especially issues
affecting intersectionality and African American women and girls, community
development, employment, voting, education, policing restructuring, and
environmental justice.
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Email: Barnwine@tjcoalition.org
Twitter: @barbs73
Facebook: @BarbaraRArnwine
LinkedIn: Barbara Arnwine

mailto:Barnwine@tjcoalition.org


Caitlyn Cobb

Caitlyn Cobb currently works for the Transformative Justice Coalition (TJC) as its Social Media Director and as a Special
Assistant to Barbara Arnwine, president and founder of TJC. Caitlyn also serves as staff for the National Commission for
Voter Justice (NCVJ), which is administered by TJC; and, as Social Media Director for the Lift Our Vote 2020 Campaign. In
August of 2016, she officially earned her Associates in paralegal studies at Anne Arundel Community College, where she is a
member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society and received numerous awards and scholarships for her academic
achievements. Her ultimate career goal is to be an author of a series of books bringing awareness to the realities of
homelessness. She works extensively with the Voting Rights Alliance, helping plan the press conferences and Facebook live
events and Twitter Town Halls/Chats, and has written 28 articles for the Voting Rights Alliance as part of its #VRABlackHistory
series in honor of Black History Month 2017. Caitlyn helped edit Barbara Arnwine’s major 2016 report “Fostering an Inclusive
Democracy”, and has written many articles for TJC’s weekly e-newsletter The Transformer, including a 10-page in-depth report
analyzing felon disenfranchisement. Caitlyn helps plan TJC’s Millennial Votes Matter Trainings and helps manage websites for
TJC, the Voting Rights Alliance, and the NCVJ. Caitlyn helped plan and spoke on 2 panels at the 2016 African-American Women
and the Law Conference (AAWLC), where she shed light on the issue of homelessness by sharing her own experiences of what
it was like being a Black woman who was homeless for the majority of five years. Caitlyn has appeared on Igniting Change with
Barbara Arnwine several times since 2016, also speaking to her experiences while being homeless. Both at the 2016 AAWLC
and on the radio show “Igniting Change with Barbara Arnwine”, Caitlyn spoke not only about her experiences, but also what
should be done differently to address not only the crises of homelessness, but also, as she puts it, the “homeless mindset”, the
psychological issues and deep-seeded PTSD that develops from any prolonged period of homelessness. In 2019, Caitlyn started
a recurring weekly segment on Igniting Change dubbed “Sound The Alarm”, in which she explores policy updates and tips for
social media. Concurrent with these radio appearances are weekly article counterparts. In her personal time, Caitlyn is a singer-
songwriter who hosts a weekly #KaraokeLIVE #FridayNightLive YouTube live show, which she began in October 2017. Caitlyn
also has reconnected with her biological family in 2017, after 24 years. She runs the YouTube channel with her boyfriend, Justin
Arnwine, and it can be found at YouTube.com/Botsy. Aside from performing and writing, Caitlyn is not only a mother, but is also
a community and social media activist advocating for civil rights and for people to love who they are. In April of 2015, she
marched in the protests in Baltimore City in the wake of the killing of Freddie Gray. During this time, she also created over 300
#BmoreUnited stickers and passed them out to spread unity. She has a heart for those in need and knows how best to help
them because she was once in a similar position. She aims to create a program at AACC to help the homeless to let them know
that it’s possible to attend college and achieve their dreams. Her platform is simple: since Napoleon said “Ability is nothing
without opportunity”, why not give people every opportunity to succeed? Her mantra and hope to those who are in a similar
position like she was is that if she can do it- You Can Too!
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Twitter: @TheCaitlynBot
Facebook: @CobbCaitlyn92
YouTube: Botsy

YouTube.com/Botsy
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| [COMPANY ADDRESS]

The National Commission for Voter Justice is administered by the 
Transformative Justice Coalition. Please visit http://nationalcvj.org for 
more information.

Download This Briefing Book and 
PowerPoint presentation at

VotingRightsAlliance.org

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA VOTING RIGHTS BRIEFING BOOK                                               

APRIL 2019

This is a briefing book on the current state of voting rights in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania prepared by the urban league of Philadelphia, the national
commission for voter justice, and the transformative justice coalition. It is specific to Pennsylvania and is an updated compilation of the center for American
progress’s statistics on voting information and recommendations, as well as original research. It also includes information on recent legal challenges, articles about
voting issues; ballot accessibility; and a partial list of local organizations in Pennsylvania committed to voting rights.

Lastly, this briefing book summarizes two hearings held by the national commission for voter justice held over the 2018 summer. It also includes a 2019 update
insert at the end of the book.

ABSTRACT

By: Julia Nolan, Esq.; 2019 updates by David Penney and Caitlyn Cobb

Philadelphia Urban League and Transformative Justice Coalition Fellow 

http://nationalcvj.org/
VotingRightsAlliance.org


The fight for the African-American vote is centuries-long

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.
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Black soldiers fought 
and died for racial 

equality during the Civil 
War

• More than 200,000 Black soldiers 
served during the Civil War

• Forty thousand black soldiers died in 
the war

• It is estimated that one-third of all 
African Americans who enlisted lost 
their lives

• Pennsylvania ranked first in the 
number of Black soldiers

• 8,612 mustered into the Union Army 
forming 11 regiments of U.S. Colored 
Troops



Following the end of slavery, Congress passes 15th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution granting the right to vote for Black men. 

Many White women infuriated, as Black men are deemed racially inferior

"The first vote"

A.R. Waud.

Wood engraving. 1867.

Prints & Photographs Division.
Reproduction Number:

LC-USZ62-19234

“The 15th Amendment to the Constitution granted African American

men the right to vote by declaring that the "right of citizens of the

United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United

States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous

condition of servitude." Although ratified on February 3, 1870, the

promise of the 15th Amendment would not be fully realized for

almost a century. Through the use of poll taxes, literacy tests and

other means, Southern states were able to effectively

disenfranchise African Americans. It would take the passage of the

Voting Rights Act of 1965 before the majority of African Americans

in the South were registered to vote.”

Source: The Library of Congress
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/15thamendment.html© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00651117/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/
https://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=015/llsl015.db&recNum=379
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/15thamendment.html


Octavius Catto

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

Pennsylvania Voting Rights Leader



During Reconstruction, over 16 African-
American men served in Congress, and 600 
were elected to the state legislatures. 

By 1901, all were gone.

FUN FACTS:

1. "George White devoted the last two 
decades of his life primarily to two 
significant business activities, as president 
of Philadelphia’s first black-owned 
commercial savings bank and as 
the founder of a land development 
company in southern New Jersey."

2. "In 1912, [White] briefly attempted a 
comeback to Congress in an unsuccessful 
quest for the Republican nomination in a 
special election in Philadelphia’s First 
District." (emphasis added)

3. "In 1916, [White] was selected 
as Pennsylvania’s first black alternate state 
delegate to the national Republican 
convention in Chicago". (emphasis added)

4. "In 1917, a year before his 
death, [White] was appointed as an 
assistant city [lawyer] in Philadelphia. He 
died at his home there on December 28, 
1918."

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-newsouth/7887
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-newsouth/7887
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-newsouth/7887
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-newsouth/7887


Frances Ellen Watkins Harper
(1825-1911)

• Renowned Philadelphia Poet, Author, Abolitionist, and Suffragist

http://explorepahistory.com

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

Credit: Hallie Q. Brown (Hallie Quinn), 1859-1949, compiled and edited by 
Homespun Heroines and Other Women of Distinction.

Credit: Library of Congress; Prints and Photographs Division)

“Our women have literally built up [our] race in domestic
service, which keeps them out of their home all day long;
that means that the majority of our women are out of
their homes every day helping the men to accumulate
[wealth]. If we are good enough to help in all this, it looks
as if we are good enough to cast a vote.”
Source: New York Times “How a new exhibit corrects our skewed understanding of
women’s suffrage” article

http://explorepahistory.com/hmarker.php?markerId=1-A-3EC
http://explorepahistory.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/03/29/how-new-exhibit-corrects-our-skewed-understanding-womens-suffrage/?utm_term=.5c8ed48a8a16


Women Suffragist Movement results in passage of 19th Amendment (1920). 

One major problem??

Source: The Library of Congress
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/19thamendment.html

Mrs. Suffern with a home-made banner in the parade.

"Help us to win the vote."

1914.

Prints & Photographs Division.

Reproduction Number:

LC-USZ62-135533

The 19th Amendment (PDF, 33KB) to the Constitution

granted women the right to vote and was ratified by the

states on August 18, 1920. A women's suffrage amendment

was first introduced in Congress in 1878. Forty-one years

late, on June 4, 1919, Congress approved the women’s

suffrage amendment and sent it to the states for ratification.

Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby certified the

ratification (PDF, 74KB) on August 26, 1920.

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/19thamendment.html
https://www.loc.gov/item/2005684084/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/images/41stat362.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/images/41stat1832.pdf


“All the Blacks 
are men; all the 

women are 
White: but, 

some of us are 
brave.”

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.



1965: Black women finally achieve right to vote 
with passage of the Voting Rights Act

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.



The modern-day fight for our democracy is 
driven by changing racial demographics 

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.



Racism, Patriarchy, Misogyny, and the Attack on Our Democracy: 

Voter Suppression

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.



SHELBY V. HOLDER

2013
Supreme Court 

guts Voting 
Rights Act

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.



Forms of Voter Suppression (page 1)

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

1. Strict voter photo ID laws

2. Closing of DMV’s in strict voter ID law states

3. Failure to accept government-issued state university and college student ID’s

4. No early voting

5. Early voting cuts

6. No Sunday Souls to the Polls Early Voting

7. Harsh requirements/punishments for voter registration groups

8. Tough Deputy Registrar Requirements

9. Harsh voter registration Compliance Deadlines

10. Failure to timely process voter registrations

11. Cuts to Election Day (Same Day) registration

12. Polling place reductions or consolidations

13. Polling place relocations

14. Inadequate or poorly trained staffing at polls

15. Inadequate number of functioning machines, optical scanners or electronic polling books

16. Running out of ballots at polling sites



Forms of Voter Suppression (page 2)

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

17. No paper ballots

18. Failure to accept Native American tribal IDs.

19. Barring Native American voters through residential address requirements for Native American lands which have PO Boxes

20. Failure to place polling sites on Native American lands

21. Refusal to place polling sites on college campuses

22. Lack of available public transportation to polling sites

23. Excessive Voter purging

24. Disparate racial treatment at polling sites

25. Student voting restrictions

17. Residency

26. Ex-felon disenfranchisement laws

27. Requiring Payment of Fines or Fees As Condition of Vote Restoration

28. Failure to Inform Formerly Incarcerated Persons of Their Voting Rights or Eligibility to Vote

29. Excessive Use of Inactive voter lists

30. No Public Outreach or Notification to Voters Placed on Inactive Lists

31. Language discrimination

• Failure to accommodate



Forms of Voter Suppression (page 3)

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

32. Lack of language-accessible materials

33. Failure to accommodate voters with disabilities

34. No disability accessibility

35. No curbside Voting

36. Not enough disability accessible voting equipment

37. Barriers to assistance by family members or others for voters

• Deceptive practices

• Flyers

38. Robocalls

39. Voter intimidation

• Impersonating law enforcement personnel or immigration officers

40. Police at polling places

41. Racial gerrymandering

42. Creating polling place confusion by splitting Black precincts

43. Partisan gerrymandering

44. Barriers for homeless voters to voter registration



Forms of Voter Suppression (page 4)

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

45. Voter caging

• Use of One-Time Post cards/Mailers

46. Voter challengers at polls

47. Voter challenges to voter registration lists

48. Use of Suspense lists

49. Absentee Ballot Short Return Deadlines

50. Exact match requirements for signatures or other 

information

51. Complicated Absentee Ballot Requirements

52. Proof of Citizenship Laws

53. Out-of-precinct = no vote counted requirements

54. Failure to pre-register 17 year olds

55. Restrictions on straight-party voting

56. Interstate voter registration Crosscheck system

57. Jailed persons’ preconviction: denied right to register 

and/or vote

58. DOJ demanding voter records

59. Employers not providing time off or enough time

60. Failure to assist or accommodate voters displaced by 

natural disasters

61. Long lines 



Non-voters
are largest 

share of the 
electorate

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.
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Status of Voting Rights in Pennsylvania (Part 1)

Accessibility to the Ballot Pennsylvania’s Current Law

Availability of voter preregistration for 16- and 17-year-
olds

No

Availability of online voter registration Yes1

Availability of portable voter registration No portable registration 

Availability of early of in-person absentee voting No early voting 

Availability of no-fault absentee voting No

Voter ID laws No ID necessary 

Voting wait time, 2008 and 2012 2008: 14.5 minutes
2012: 9.1 minutes

Provisional balloting rate, 2008 and 2012 2008: 0.54%, 2012: 0.85%

Participation in the Interstate Crosscheck System No

Motor Vote implementation performance 40.22% (High Tier)

Grade F (44th Place) 
© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

[1] Since August 27, 2015, eligible Pennsylvanians

have the opportunity to go online or complete their

voter registration forms at register.votesPA.com. See

https://www.aclupa.org/news/2015/08/27/voting-

rights-advocates-praise-wolf-administrations-move-

off messageact the state help desk, and a worker

will email a ballot directly to the voter's to pay for

it. said dat. s (1) record

Research based off of our just-published Commonwealth Of Pennsylvania Voting Rights Briefing Book (page 3) *Data as of 2018 

The Center for American Progress
Action Fund produced this research
based on a number of factors, many of
which are listed below. For more
detailed explanations regarding
methods and other data, please visit:
https://healthofstatedemocracies.org/st
ates/pennsylvania.html

https://www.aclupa.org/news/2015/08/27/voting-rights-advocates-praise-wolf-administrations-move-off
https://healthofstatedemocracies.org/states/pennsylvania.html


Representation in the 
Government

Pennsylvania’s Current Law

Felony disenfranchisement 
restrictions

Restrictions while in prison only

Ballot initiative laws There are no processes in place 
for citizen petitions

Congressional districting distortion 16.7% toward Republicans

State legislative districting distortion 3.9% toward Republicans

Female elected representation 0.61 (1 = appropriate 
representation)

Communities of color elected 
representation 

0.50 (1 = appropriate 
representation) 

Grade C (22nd Place) 

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

Influence in the Political System Pennsylvania’s Current Law

Campaign contribution limits for individual 
donors

Unlimited 

Availability of public campaign financing No

Campaign disclosure laws Received 25 points out of 120 
maximum 

Revolving door bans 1 year cooling off period 

Open legislative data A

Judicial recusal laws Received 40 points out of 100 
maximum 

Grade F (43rd Place) 

Status of Voting Rights in Pennsylvania (Part 2)
Research based off of our just-published Commonwealth Of Pennsylvania Voting Rights Briefing Book (page 4) *Data as of 2018 



Center for American Progress 
Policy Recommendations  

Modernize Voter Registration
Eliminate Barriers to 

Participation and 

Representation

Expose and Limit Influence 

in the Political System

• Provide registration to 16 and 17 year olds 

• Provide same-day voter registration

• Better integrate voter registration 

opportunities into transactions at state Motor 

Vehicle Departments and other public 

agencies

• Allow citizen ballot initiatives

• Expand in-person early voting, 

including evening and weekend 

hours

• Provide no-fault absentee voting

• Create fair district maps

• Set appropriate campaign contribution limits

• Strengthen disclosure laws

• Require a broad, two-year cooling off period for 

former elected officials

• Provide complete, accessible information to 

“empower the public’s use of government-held 

data.”

• Strengthen judicial recusal laws

See page 5 of Briefing Book
*2018 Data



Election Security in Pennsylvania © 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

Minimum Security Cybersecurity Standards for Registration System  Rating: Fair 

State’s Voter Registration System: 

• Estimated to be at least ten years old.
• Provides access control to ensure that only authorized personnel have access to the database.
• Has logging capabilities to track modifications to the database. 
• Includes an intrusion detection system that monitors incoming and outgoing traffic for irregularities. 

The state performs regular vulnerability assessments on its voter registration system.

The state has enlisted DHS to help assess and identify potential threats to its voter registration system.

Commonwealth employees are required to participate in cybersecurity training. 

Electronic poll books are used by some, but not all, jurisdictions in the state. 

Paper voter registration lists are available at polling places that use electronic poll books on Election Day. Pre-election testing of electronic poll 
books is left up to the counties that use them.

Election Security in Pennsylvania Overall Grade: D

While Gov. Tom Wolf confirmed no successful breach occurred, Pennsylvania was among 21 states notified by the U.S. Dept.
of Homeland Security about hackers targeting them during the 2016 election. The Center for American Progress produced a
report providing an overview of election security and preparedness in each state looking at various factors. The authors
emphasize that ALL states have “significant vulnerabilities that leave them susceptible to hacking….[h]owever, by making
meaningful changes to how elections are carried out, states can improve their overall election security while supporting public
confidence in election procedures and outcomes.” (see page 6 of Briefing Book for sources. *2018 data)



20%

22%
36%

22%

AGE

18 to 29 years 30 to 44 years

45 to 64 years 65 years and over

48
%

52
%

GENDER

Male

Female

Voter Population in Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania Total Voting-Age Population

Est. 9,752,322

See pages 10-11 of Briefing Book, *2018 Data

White 
81%

African 
American 

10% Native 
American 

0%Asian 
2%

Hispanic  
5%

Other Race
1%

Two or More 
Races

1%

RACE

White African American Native American

Asian Hispanic Other Race

Two or More Races



Pennsylvania State Legislature Demographics
Legislature is full-time.

See page 30 of Briefing Book

Pre-2018 Election Post-2018 Election

Governor Tom Wolf (D) No change

Attorney General Kathleen Kane (D) Josh Shapiro (D)

Secretary of 

Commonwealth

Robert Torres (Non-

Partisan)

Kathy Boockvar (Non-

Partisan)

Speaker of the House Mike Turzai (R) No change

Senate Majority Leader Jake Corman (R) No change 52%44%

4%

State Senate by Party

Republican

Democrat

Vacant

53%46%

1%

State House by Party

Republican

Democrat

Vacant

75%

25%

State Assembly by 
Gender

Men

Women
89%

8%

3%

State Assembly by Race

White

African
American/Black

Other

Research based off of our 2019 update insert for the Commonwealth Of Pennsylvania Voting Rights Briefing Book (page 3)



Pennsylvania Voting Laws

Qualifications to Register 

• An individual who will be at least 18 years of 
age on the day of the next election;

• who has been a citizen of the United States 
for at least one month prior to the next 
election; and 

• who has resided in this Commonwealth and 
the election district where the individual 
offers to vote for at least 30 days prior to the 
next ensuing election

Methods of Registration 

• In-Person Voter Registration 

• Application with Driver’s License Application 

• Application by Mail

• Government Agencies 

• Online Registration 

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

Felons
People in prison or jail because of a felony conviction who will not be
released before the election are not eligible to vote. People who have
been convicted of violating Pennsylvania election years within the
past four (4) years are not eligible to vote.

People in jail or prison who have been convicted of misdemeanors or
people being held in jail awaiting trial may vote with an absentee
ballot. People with a past felony conviction automatically regain
voting privileges upon release.

Language Accommodations
The National Voting Rights Act requires certain counties to provide
assistance to people with limited English proficiency. If the population
of voting age people who speak another language reaches 5% or
10,000, then the county has to offer voting information and services
in that language. There are currently three (3) counties in
Pennsylvania that should provide assistance in Spanish: (1) Berks
County; (2) Lehigh County; and (3) Philadelphia County.

See page 16 of Briefing Book, *2018 Data



Voters do not need to show photo identification at the polling place.  Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court held that the in-person 
proof requirements enacted under Act 18 of 2012 were unconstitutional. Proof of identification applies only to identification 
requirements for first-time voters at their polling place.

ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF 

PHOTO IDENTIFICATION

ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF 

NON-PHOTO IDENTIFICATION

PA driver’s license or PennDOT ID card Voter registration card issued by the County Voter Registration Office

ID issued by any Commonwealth agency Non-photo ID issued by the Commonwealth

ID issued by the U.S. Government Non-photo ID issued by the U.S. Government

U.S. Passport Non-photo ID issued by any agency of the Commonwealth or U.S. 

Government

U.S. Armed Forces ID Firearm permit

Student ID Current utility bill

Employee ID Current bank statement

Paycheck 

Government Check

Voting Identification

See page 17 of Briefing Book, *2018 Data



Pending Federal Legislation

1. HR 1 The For The People Act

2. Voting Rights Amendment Act

3. Voter Information and Access Act

4. Deceptive Practices Act

5. Native American Voting Rights Act

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.



What YOU can do to help with the vote 
1. HELP ENCOURAGE VOTER REGISTRATION.

2. SUPPORT ELECTORAL REFORM.

3. HELP REACH OUT TO RETURNING CITIZENS (THOSE FORMERLY INCARCERATED) TO VOTE.

4. ORGANIZE TELEPHONE AND BLOCK CANVASSING BY CHURCHES AND GROUPS.
• Use VANN
• Call every church member 

5. ORGANIZE RIDES TO THE POLLS. 

6. BE A POLL WATCHER/ELECTION PROTECTION VOLUNTEER.
• For lawyers: https://ElectionProtection.WeTheAction.org
• For grassroots organizers: https://ProtectTheVote.net

7. BE A POLL WORKER/ELECTION JUDGE.

8. CALL FAMILY AND FRIENDS; TAKE THEM TO THE POLLS TO THE VOTE.

9. TAKE CHILDREN WITH YOU TO VOTE TO BUILD TRADITION.

10. REACH OUT TO MILLENNIALS.
• Hire some to help on Voting Day

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

https://electionprotection.wetheaction.org/
https://protectthevote.net/


RESOURCES

© 2018 Barbara Arnwine. All rights reserved.

Restoring the Vote 
for Returning 

Citizens (Formerly 
Incarcerated) 

RestoreYourVote.org

Hotline: 

202-857-0324

Churches

LawyersAndCollars.org

Sample Ballots 
and Candidate 

Information

HeadCount.org

Ballotpedia.org

Vote411.org

Voting Rights General 
Information

TJCoalition.org

you can sign up for our 
newsletter here 

VotingRightsAlliance.org

NationalCVJ.org 

866ourvote.org
Hotline: 1-866-OUR-VOTE = 1-

866-687-8683; Spanish toll free 
number: 888- VE Y VOTA. (888-

839-8682)
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and Voting Rules
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RESOURCES
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VotesPA is an official Pennsylvania Government website which serves as a comprehensive voting resource for all eligible citizens in
Pennsylvania. VotesPA can help you find your polling place, check your registration status, register online to vote, apply for an absentee
ballot, and more. Visit the website at: VotesPA.com

https://www.votespa.com/


Partial List of Local Voting Rights Organizations in Pennsylvania
• American Civil Liberties Union of 

Pennsylvania 

• https://www.aclupa.org

• PO Box 60173, Philadelphia, PA 19102

• (215) 592-1513

• Committee of Seventy

• https://seventy.org

• 123 South Broad Street, Suite 1800, 
Philadelphia, PA 19109

• (215) 557-3600

• Common Cause Pennsylvania

• https://www.commoncause.org/pennsyl
vania/

• 800 N. Third Street, Suite 401, 
Philadelphia, PA 17102

• (717) 232-9951

• Conservation Voters of Pennsylvania

• https://www.conservationpa.org

• PO Box 2125, Philadelphia, PA 19103

• (215) 564-3350

• Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship 
Coalition
• https://paimmigrant.org
• 2100 Arch Street, 4th Floor, 

Philadelphia, PA 19103
• (215) 832-0636

• Public Interest Law Center
• https://www.pubintlaw.org/about-us/
• United Way Building, 2nd Floor, 1709 

Benjamin Franklin Parkway, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103

• (215) 627-7100

• Urban League of Philadelphia
• http://www.urbanleaguephila.org
• 121 S. Broad Street, 9th Floor, 

Philadelphia, PA 19107
• (215) 985-3220
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• Keystone Votes
• http://www.keystonevotes.org/a

bout-us/
• rmurphy@pavoice.org
• (215) 847-2503

• League of Women Voters of 
Pennsylvania
• https://www.palwv.org
• 226 Forster Street, Harrisburg, PA 

17102
• (717) 234-1576

• NAACP 
• https://pastatenaacp.org
• PO Box 181, Glen Mills, PA 19342
• (484) 636-9308

See page 27 of Briefing Book
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Contact Our 
Organizations:

-The Urban League of Philadelphia-

Twitter: @ULPhilly

Facebook: @UrbanLeaguePhilly

Website: UrbanLeaguePhila.org 

-The Transformative Justice Coalition-

Twitter: @TJC_DC

Facebook: @TJC.DC

Website: tjcoalition.org

-The National Commission for Voter Justice-

Twitter: @NationalCVJ

Facebook: @NationalCVJ

Website: NationalCVJ.org 
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